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Btudent discontent in the ROK, which is never far from the surface, has
boiled over in the last few months in a number of well-organized radical
demonstrations and sit-ins. In Noveaber and early December alone there have
been at least six major student actions, three of which were specifically
targeted against U.B., interests. Btudents have begun using the "U.S8.
connection" to attack ROK economic dependence on the United Btates and
protectionist trade measures by the U.8. Bovernment, in addition to their
continuing demands for President Chon‘s resignation and U.8. acknowledgement
of responsibility for bloody repression of rioting in Kwangju in 1988. On 4
Noveaber 14 students seized U.8. Chamber of Commerce offices in the Chosun
Hotel in Beoul and held several local employees hostage. Thay were forcibly
removed by police after a few hours, after doing a considerable amount of
dasage to office furniture and files. On the 13th three students armed with
solotov cocktails briefly occupied the Pusan branch of the Bank of America,
and on 2 December about nine students took over and threatened to burn the
USIS Cultural Canter in Kwangju. They were removed by farce after nine
hours.

Many veteran observers of Korean events believe the current spate of
student protests have taken on a more destructive, violent and anti-American
character than those in the past. The events are carefully organized, and
student activists have developed a successful tactic of converging on a
demonstration site from several directions by bus and subway, arousing no
police suspicion until the last minute. A higher security fence has been
installed around the Chancery compound as a result of the frequent demon-
strations, and the local guard force has been increased. Eambassy political
officers think the level of student activiss probably has peaked for the time
being with the onset of cold weather, but this is by no aesans certain. The
ROK Bovernment is taking a very hard line toward student demonstrations;
refusing to negotiate, arresting those involved, and using suscle quickly and
sonetimes brutally. Many people fear that this approach will only lead to
greater student violence in the future.
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1. OPERATIONS
Edit 1/Monitoria

1. November provided a welcome respite for the Korean senitors and
editorial staff. Wordage for the month was down by aover 200,800 words froes
October's record, and was the lowest monthly total of the year. Virtually
all of the decrsase was in DPRK material: Pyongyang radio wordage was half
of October's figure, filed KCNA wordage was down one-third, and the number of
itens filed was also down a third, One possible explanation for the lull in
the North could be political probleas within the leadership., There seemnd to
be far fewer leadership appearances than usual during Navesber.

2. Wordage from the ROK papers, however, particularly the Sesoul
vernacular press, continued to increase. Reportage on fncreasing student
unrest and demonstrations, more open and voluminous criticism of the United
8tates over trade frictions, and detailed reporting on the ROK's economic
difficulties accounted for much of the increass.

IT1. ADMINISTRATION
A. Personnel

STAT Senior E“tarUITE}.tur 1lowing maternity
STAT leave on 29 Noveaber. nawa Burwau editor who filled in while
STAT [:::]lli on leave, returned to Okinawa on the Z&th.

B. Building & Brounds

Renovation of the Bureau‘'s operations area is nearing completion,
New carpeting was laid throughout the area on two weekends during Noveaber,
and new desks, file cabinets and shel$ units have been delivered. After
equipment racks have been reconfigured in the Main Radio room, air
conditioning units will be installed in Main Radic and the editorial and
coamunications roonms.

IV, VISITS
STAT A. Okinawa Bureau Administrative Assistant in Seoul on
private travel, visited the Bureau on 18 Navember.
STAT B. Okinawa Bureau Engineer was in Beoul from 21-27
STAT November on a routine inspection visit.

~ Chief, Seocul Bureau

Attachaent
Monthly Production Report

cct Chief, Okinawa Bureau
Chief, Hong Kong Bureau
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